<12) 



UK Patent Application „ 3 ,6B „„ 2 194 148„ 3 ,A 



(43) Application published 2 Mar 1988 



(21) Application No 8619220 

(22) Date of filing 6 Aug 1 986 



(71) Applicant 

Laurence Joseph Bennett, 

21 Terrington Hill, Marlow, Bucks SL7 2RE 

(72) Inventor 

Laurence Joseph Bennett 

(74) Agent and/or Address for Service 
Elkington and Fife, 

High Holborn House, 52/54 High Hoibom. London 
WC1V6SH 



(51) INT CL« 

A61L9/12 

(52) Domestic classification (Edition J): 

A5G V 

U1S2290 2297 A5G 

(56) Documents cited 

GB A 200601 2 GB 0598272 
GB 0688352 



EP A1 0134360 



(58) Field of search 
A5G 

Selected US specifications from IPC sub-class A61 L 



(54) Air freshener 

(57) An air freshener comprises a 
body of porous material (1), the body 
having a chamber (2) into which 
perfume can be filled, and a wick (3) 
extending from the chamber into the 
said body. In use, the perfume is 
filled into chamber (2) of the air 
freshener only when the air freshener 
is to be activated. 
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SPECIFICATION 

Air freshener 

5 The present invention relates to an air fresh- 
ener, in particular in the form of a porous 
mould which can absorb perfume. 

Air fresheners are known which are in the 
form of plaster casts into which perfume is 

10 incorporated at the moulding stage. Such 
fresheners have the serious disadvantage that 
the perfume will start to evaporate from the 
day of manufacture and so the shelf-life is 
severely limited. Even if the fresheners are 

15 sealed, some perfume always escapes and so 
the air freshening property deteriorates even 
before the freshener is sold. 

According to the invention there is provided 
an air freshener comprising a body of porous 

20 material, the body having a chamber into 
which perfume can be filled, and a wick ex- 
tending from the cavity and into the said 
body. 

In use, the air freshener may be sold to- 

25 gether with a supply of perfume which the 
customer will pour into the cavity when the 
air freshener is to be activated. The perfume 
will be fed into the porous body by the wick 
and will then evaporate gradually into the at- 

30 mosphere. Because the perfume is not ab- 
sorbed into the porous body until the user 
actually wishes to freshen the air, there is no 
waste. Of course, once the initial reservoir of 
perfume in the body has run out, a new sup- 

35 ply can be formed in to re-activate the air 

freshener. Thus, the air fresheners can be reu- 
sable rather than disposable as they conven- 
tionally are. 
preferred embodiments of the invention are 

40 described in detail below, by example only, 
with reference to the accompanying drawings, 
wherein: 

Figure T is cross-section through an air 
freshener in the form of a wall plaque; 
45 Figure 2 is cross-section through the air 
freshener of Fig. 1 taken along a line perpen- 
dicular to that of Fig. 1; and 

Figure 3 is a cYoss-section through an air 
freshener in the form of a free-standing statu- 
50 ette. 

Fig. 1 shows an air freshener comprising a 
body 1 of pprous material, for example plas- 
ter. The body 1 has a chamber 2 into which 
perfume can be filled. A wick 3 extends from 

55 the chamber 2 into the body 1 . 

The body 1 in this embodiment is circular, 
as can be clearly seen from Fig. 2. However, 
the wall plaque could be oval, square, rectan- 
gular or any other desired shape. 

60 The chamber 2 is crescent-shaped and is 
formed at the base of a flat plastic backing 
disc 4. Extending upwardly from the chamber 
2 along the diameter of the disc 4 is a filling 
tube 5 which emerges on the opposite side of 

65 the disc at 6. The disc is shaped to match 



the shape of the body 1 and prevents the 
perfume from evaporating out of the back of 
the air freshener and into the wall. 

The wick 3 of porous or fibrous material 

70 extends from the bottom of the chamber 2 up 
into the body 1 . The disc 4 and wick 3 are 
pressed into the body 1 at the moulding 
stage, before the plaster has set. The cham- 
ber has a hinged cover 7 to prevent plaster 

75 from entering into the chamber at this stage. 
Fig. 2 shows another embodiment of the air 
freshener of the invention. The statuette may 
be of any ornamental shape. Fig. 3 shows the 
body V, the chamber 2' and the wick 3'. The 

80 chamber 2' is at the base of the body 1' and 
a filling tube 5' extends to one side. The wick 
3' is supported on a column 8 which keeps 
the wick in an upright position when the 
chamber and wick assembly are inserted into 

85 the body at the moulding stage. 

In use, with either the embodiment of Fig. 1 
or Fig. 3 the user fills the chamber 2, 2' with 
a supply of perfume from a small vial through 
the filling tube 5, 5' to activate the air fresh- 

90 ener. The perfume then soaks up through the 
wick 3,3' and is absorbed into the plaster 
body 1,1' from where it gradually evaporates 
into the atmosphere. 
The wick size can vary, as can the density 

95 of the wick material, to adjust the rate of flow 
of the perfume into the plaster. Also the den- 
sity of the plaster can be varied according to 
the desired release period of the perfume, e.g. 
from 7 to 120 days. The density can be 
100 changed by placing the plaster in a controlled 
vacuum chamber during moulding/setting. 

The body of the air freshener may also be 
made of materials such as chalk, clay, gyp- 
sum, sand and lime compounds which are po- 
105 rous and can be moulded. The perfume may 
be compounds formed of essential oils and/or 
aromatic chemicals. 

As used herein, the term "wick" means any 
member which can act to draw perfume from 
110 the chamber and into the porous body, prefer- 
ably by capillary action. 

CLAIMS 

1 . An air freshener comprising a body of 
1 1 5 porous material, the body having a chamber 

into which perfume can be filled, and a wick 
extending from the chamber into the said 
body. 

2. An air freshener according to claim 1, 
120 wherein the chamber is an impervious cham- 
ber which is moulded into the body and has a 
filling tube. 

3. An air freshener acording to claim 2, 
which is in the form of a wall plaque and 

125 wherein the chamber is formed on the inside 
of a backing plate which covers a substantial 
portion of the rear of the wall plaque. 

4. An air freshener according to claim 1 or 
2, which is in the form of a statuette, with 

130 the chamber being formed at the base. 
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5. An air freshener according to any pre- 
ceding claim, further comprising a separate 
supply of perfume. 

6. An air freshener substantially as herein 
described and as illustrated in Figs. 1 and 2 
or Fig. 3 of the accompanying drawings. 
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